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Issue:  147 10th July 2012 

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Ken Vodden 
 
Vice-presidents:     John Lane and Paul de Belle 
 
Treasurer:   Paul Collins JP 
 
Grants Officer & Membership Sec: Raymond Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Ron Devine 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he‟ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Wendy Healy 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.  

 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns  

  
 

Trainer:  Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 

 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
AGM      15th July 

Working with Wood Show  27th -  29th July 

Presidents Report 

 
Well Guys, this is my last report as your President,  
ahhh, I hear you say. 
 
Things are slowing down due to the cold weather and 
also because of the AGM coming up. This month we 
had Steve Hitchcock do a presentation for our maxi day 
on the importance of being able to draw before turning. 
It was a little different to the norm and  very thought pro-
voking at times. I thought he did an excellent job, 
Thanks Steve. 
 
On the 23rd we had our cancelled coach trip. Nine, yes, 
only  nine members put their hand up for a social day 
out together, plus four wives. Obviously a coach was a 
little large so we pooled our cars and it all turned out to 
be a fantastic day. 
 

This is where I would like to thank all the people who 

have helped me and supported me over the last 12 

months. I would like to thank Paul Collins for always 

being there to help at any time I needed it. Then there 

was a host of support from members who gave advice 

(not always taken) on aspects of management and also 

those with the practical experience. We all helped each 

other and that has made my job a lot easier. There has 

been a few tough times but the good times far outweigh 

the bad. 

Together we achieved a lot over the last year. Continu-

ing on from Eddie‟s term we got the lathe benches in-

stalled so the dust extraction system could be simplified 

and installed. A simple thing like name tags helped me, 

if no one else, in getting to know some of our members. 

We had a group of guys working on a new sound and 

recording system together with an area for demonstra-

tions. 

We have managed to get out and about, visiting 

Hawkesbury Woodcraft, Blue Mountains Turners, Cen-

tral Coast guys and a little time ago got to Northern 

Beaches. Thanks guys for all your hospitality and we 

have had return visits to our club. 

We had the great man, Guilou Marcolongo come to our 

club in April, very exciting time for us and also the 

Hornsby club. 

 We have increased the books and DVD‟s in the library 
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and must have one of the best woodcraft libraries going. 
A lot of machines have been updated together with a 
couple of new items but still no pyro. machine. Still 
working on that one. 
 
Demonstrations and festivals around the place were 
high on the agenda and thanks to Rosehill and Newcas-
tle shows, we should be in a good position for the new 
Metal and Wood show coming soon. This also aided us 
in finalising the new executive insurance required by 
some members so that we can get the best team possi-
ble to run this great club. 
 
Grants have continued to come our way, not as good as 
the previous year but that was  expected. The BREED 
programme is going from strength to strength and it is 
good seeing the students doing so well. Our donation to 
The Children‟s Ward, Mt Druitt this year was absolutely 
amazing. 
 
Thanks to the team of guys who got together and in a 
period of three days stripped the store room, painted it 
and then reorganised it so it is far more user friendly. 
 
There is always things not done, that you wanted to do, 
but there is always tomorrow. Thanks TEAM for all your 
help and support and look forward to working in the next 
team. 
 
As this news letter goes far and wide, I would like to 
thank all those outside the club who have helped me in 
the running of this great club. In particular Michelle 
Rowlands MP for the printing, Nathan Rees MP, Trend 
Timbers, Hare & Forbes and Blacktown Workers Club. 
 
THANK YOU ALL.    Ken 
 

Editorial 
 
Well friends this is my final newsletter as my time as 
editor has come to an end. 
 
It is time for a new approach and I am certain that the 
new Editor will stamp their personality on our newsletter 
in a positive and meaningful manner.  
 
I have had a great time assembling all of the stories, 
news and articles that have come together each month 
to become WesTurn News.  
 
To every member who has contributed something to this 
publication thank you - your efforts have been gratefully 
accepted and reflect the level of knowledge and interest 
that makes this Club what it is today. 
 
I would like to personally thank Neil Guthrie for his out-
standing poetic additions to our newsletter. Neil has 
managed to bring a smile to just about everyone with 
his sharp whit and interesting approach to the world. 
 
I am very proud of the work being done by a handful of 
dedicated members who really make a difference! 
 
David Burns 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
       
 Lex Beatty   Rob Buckwell 
 Richard De Groot  David Dillon 
 Gaby Kliucevic  John Kostrzewa 
 James Lane   Ray Lucas 
 Frank Malysiak  Dave Matthews 
 Don Nixon   Jennifer Reynolds 
 Muriel Sultana  Toby Sutherland 
 David Thurairatnam 
      

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 Robert Fear   Joel Southgate 
  
  

     Welcome to all  our new member this month.  
     We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP, Mem-
ber for Greenway 
for her support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter. 
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Steve Hitchcock on Design and Zen. 
 
Steve started off with several statements that were con-
troversial. By which I mean: I disagreed with them. 
 
His contention was that “everyone can draw” and that 
“there are no bad or wrong drawings”. 
 
Since I have struggled with drawing since I was a child 
(poor translation of what is in my mind‟s eye to drawing 
on paper), I was interested to see how his ideas unfold-
ed. 

Steve made the point that many people are put off in 
early life by being told that they cannot draw. 
 
A better way would be for people to be encouraged in 
their early efforts and guided to practice more so that 
their skills would then improve. 
 
Many people decide not to proceed with implementing 
ideas that they have because they perceive that they do 
not have the skills to produce a “perfect” result. I have 
often made that decision. 
 
This is the wrong approach. One should start anyway, 
produce some kind of product and then probably find 
that the standard of such items improves with repetition. 
 
Steve recommends a methodical approach to design 
and turning (or any other method of making things). 
 
Have an idea / be given an idea / copy someone else‟s 
idea / nothing here that has not been done before. 
 
Commit that idea to paper. Have a “clue 
board” (notebook / sketch pad) handy so that these ide-
as can be captured before they are forgotten. 
 
Draw or sketch the object to be made. Include the main 
dimensions. 
 
Consider the purpose of the object. E.g. A fruit bowl. It 
should be large enough to hold fruit, the opening should 
be big enough to enable accessing the fruit, the bowl 
should sit stably on the table, the finish should be dura-
ble. 
 

Choose the material, which may be more than just 
wood. Consider the ornamentation aspect. 
 
Turn, finish. 
 
He quotes the saying: 

 
     Prior 
     Planning and 
     Preparation 
     Prevents 
     P _ _ _ 
     Poor 
     Performance. 
 

Steve gave a brief explanation of the “Golden Ratio”, 
also known as the “Golden Mean”. (Its value is about 
1.618). Also, a brief explanation of Fibonacci Numbers 
(0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144, …). 
 
A rectangle with the longer side 1.618 times the length 
of the shorter side is known as a Golden Rectangle 
and is commonly perceived as a very appealing 
shape. 
 
Since at least the twentieth century, artists and archi-
tects have incorporated the Golden Ratio into their 
designs. 
 
Photographers speak of the “Intersection Of Thirds”, 
meaning that, if one draws lines across a rectangle 
(the frame of the photograph) a third of the way down 
from the top, a third of the way up from the bottom, a 
third of the way in from the left and right sides, the 
points of intersection are great places to put items of 
interest and the resultant image will be more interest-
ing than if the focal items are placed anywhere else. 
 
Steve showed some of his source books: 
 
The Practice of Woodturning by Mike Darlow. 
The Orders of Architecture by Arthur Stratton 
Classic Forms by Stuart E. Dyas. 
 
In these books, there are some design principles that 
are presented as “commandments”. 
 
Steve feels that these should be offered as 
“suggestions” only. 
 
e.g.  Horizontal elements (e.g. chair stretchers) will 
 look better if they are symmetrical. 
 Vertical elements (e.g. candlesticks) will look 
 better if they are asymmetrical. 
 
If the upper part is of larger diameter than the lower, 
the impression is given of the object being lifted up, 
lightening the weight of the item, to the eye. 
 
It seems that the audience was engrossed by the 
presentation. 
 
As Ken Vodden put it: “Everyone must have enjoyed it 
as there was no talking”. 
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Maxi Day – 20/05/2012 
 
Graham Dawes & George (editor please insert Surname 
here.). Let me start by staying how good it is to see our 
Club members stepping up to the plate and sharing their 
knowledge and expertise. Well Done Graham and 
George. 
 
Graham started off the day talking about the inspiration 
for and the design of the Emperor‟s Chariot.  A design 
he largely borrowed from a woodworking Magazine arti-
cle. Graham then took us through the different compo-
nents and how he duplicated them using a series of in-
genious jigs and contraptions. He then demonstrated 
the use of the jigs and special tools he had made up for 
the various components. Starting with the wheels which 
could also be used as potpourri lids, trivets or whatever 
else you can imagine.  Next came the carriage part of 
the chariot, accentually a hollow oval that has trellised 
patterns in it. This he showed by turning a ball, using 
blanks that had been glued together with a paper spac-
er, between centres and using a parting tool to make 
grooves round the axis of the ball, this allowed the Ball 
to be split in two. Each half ball was then inserted into a 
doughnut chuck hollowed as you would a bowl or simi-
lar, then using a homemade boring bar grooves are 
made to a depth and spacing that creates the trellis.  
Through Graham‟s demonstration you could see how 
the jigs he had made would allow him to make duplicate 
parts in a reasonably accurate and efficient manner. 
Although not everyone will want to rush out and make a 
copy of the chariot, the ideas gleamed from the demon-
stration could keep many of us busy. 
 
After lunch George assisted by Graham put his spin 
(pardon the pun) on things, using a router set up on a 
sliding bench arrangement, similar to an ornamental 
turning setup. George made trellised wheels similar to 
the one made by Graham‟s method.  
 
There are merits in both methods, although the turning 
method was considerably quieter than the router meth-
od. 
 

Many thanks to Graham and George. Both men had 

obviously spent a lot of time preparing for the demon-

stration.  As an aside the new camera system seems to 

be working a treat thanks Raymond and cohorts.  

Cheers Liam. 

 

Getting A Good Glue Bond on Small, Diffi-
cult-To-Clamp Projects 
 
When working in a tight spot where you're having trou-

ble clamping two parts together, try applying glue along 

the edges of your mating components EXCEPT for a 

small area near the centre. Leave this centre area free 

of conventional glue and apply a very small dot of hot-

melt to this area to hold the parts together long enough 

for the conventional glue to dry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAXI DAY  

ALAN PHELPS 

FRED DE JONGE 

GRAHAM MURRAY 

RAY SMITH 

STEVE HITCOCK 
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VISIT TO THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS – 23rd JUNE, 
2012 

 
As the bus trip was cancelled because of insufficient 
numbers, those still willing to go decided to pool cars 
and make a day of it. 
 
A great day was had by the intrepid thirteen, who left 
the Club at 8 o‟clock and headed for the wintery area of 
Mittagong.   On coming close to the town the tempera-
ture dropped from a „balmy‟ 10 degrees to a crisp 6 de-
grees as we all headed for the Sturt Gallery where a 
warming Cappuccino was had. 
 
The Gallery had some beautiful furniture pieces and 
wood items as well as glass and jewellery all made by 
the students.    One of Ken Vodden‟s ex-apprentices 
had items on display which were excellent.  It was well 
worth the visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then drove through the beautiful countryside to the 
Wood Gallery in Kangaroo Valley.  There were a huge 
range of items on display such as Rocking Horses you 
would need a bank loan to buy to bowls and many other 
very interesting and useful items to jog future imagina-
tion.   Some of Graham Sugar‟s work was also on dis-
play.  After spending some time in the shop it was over 
the road to the pub for a very nice lunch and then a 
browse around the town to look at the old buildings and 
gift shops with the lolly shop receiving huge attention. 
 
From Kangaroo Valley, the next stop was Grandpa‟s 
Shed at Fitzroy Falls.  Everything old you have ever 
seen was on display from old tools, saws, furniture, nik 
naks along and every conceivable thing from the past 

was for sale.   A great time was had looking at these 
things and reminiscing about them and comparing them 
to things people might still have at home or regrettably 
thrown out. 
 
Next stop was Berrima with its many interesting craft 
shops and cafes including one that carried items from 
the local Highlands and surrounding areas, which we 
spent some time in looking at the various things for sale.  
Part of it was again a Lolly shop which again received 
attention.   Then on to the coffee shop around the cor-
ner  for a drink and some of the low calorie cakes, 
where we all agreed that it had been a very enjoyable 
day,  before all leaving for home. 
 
Let‟s hope we can get a better rollup next time we have 
a similar day organised, as bigger is generally better on 
these types of day outings. 
 
Thanks to everyone for making it a very pleasant day 
out. 
 

Bob Young. 

 

Unfinished work 
 
In late May Grahame Dawes and I went to the Northern 
Beaches Woodies to do a reciprocal Demo, we have 
had their Lads at our Club a number of times ,such as 
Jack Butler and Aaron Ehrlich , so Anna Dawes thought 
it time to lend them a couple of our Boys for a few 
hours. So it was Grahame and I with the “Support Team 
“Bob Taylor, Brian Brooks, Manny, Ken Vodden, etc. 
both Grahame and I appreciated their presents. 
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Grahame demonstrated his lattice techniques and I did 
three items demonstrating the various tools I made do-
ing them. The first one was a tool to make faceplate 
turning almost fool proof, a tool that Glen Roberts 
demonstrated at our Club a few years ago. The second 
tool I showed was my Ball turning tool ,with which I 
started to make a candle holder ,the wood I used was 
Gidgee ,and as I was getting closer to the finished stem 
diameter it became clear the  grub holes which are typi-
cal with Gidgee made it impossible to finish the piece. 
So this demo had to be abandoned and I started the 
third item, turning a winged Bowl, which also provided a 
little distraction, as the square lump of Camphor decid-
ed to fly out of the chuck, luckily in my direction! 
 
Now you might ask what has all this got to do with the 
title “unfinished work “? 

 
Well, at the end of my Demo I asked if anyone would 
like to finish the Gidgee candle holder, when Aaron Ehr-
lich put up his hand to finish the task , however with a 
twinkle in his eye he told me he wood finish it his way ! 
Having seen a lot of his creation in the Australian 
Woodworker Magazine I expected what? Aaron has an 
almost Brothers Grimm mind, fairytale creations for 
young and old. 
 

Within a few days I got the e-mail with the “Finished 
“work, even she who must be obeyed liked the finished 
article. 
 
Erich Aldinger 
 
 

Jacky and the Mozzie 
 

Mosquitoes had plagued her all her life 
With just one sting she would be in strife 

So now she made war on each single one 
And though they are fast 

They just cannot last 
They‟ll all be deceased before she is done 

 
 

One episode I must relate 
When our mozzie catcher sealed the fate 
Of one such beastly buzzing flying pest 

On the ceiling it had landed 
So she chased it single handed 

Till it was dead she knew she could not rest 
 
 

On the bed she climbed to catch it 
With her pillow she‟d dispatch it 

But she forgot that this bed was on casters 
So with a mighty lunging blunder  
As the bed moved out from under 

All balance lost she was heading for disaster 
 
 

Her arm shot out she grabbed the wall 
The pain she felt was only small 

But the damage was done the muscle was torn 
It developed an ache  

That would keep her awake 
But the mozzie is dead like he‟d never been born 

 
 

This story has a moral 
With a mozzie never quarrel 

My lovely wife will testify to this 
Never stand on beds with wheels 
You might find out how she feels 

Especially should something go amiss 
 
Neil Guthrie 
 
 

Well done Neil—another gem! 
 

Editor 
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Our Mate Guthrie 
 

The love of wood and turnings,  

of lathes and sharpened tools  

of 7008 and high gloss 

is lost on many fools - 

 

but not on our mate Guthrie, 

they're pumping through his veins;  

He loves them with a passion 

That never leaves his brains! 

 

And yet he also finds the time to put his mind to verse, 

'bout subjects widely varied; 

 

-his mind could do much worse-  

And so our poet laureate keeps us all amused 

When in our rag he's down in print he never gets 

abused. 

 

Santa  5-1-12 

 
Home-Made Centre-Finder For Turners 
 

Purchase a 12" square piece of 1/8" to 1/4" thick clear 
Plexiglass or Lexan at your hardware store or home 
centre. Leave the protective paper on the plastic and 
drill a small, 1/32" hole through the plastic at your cen-
tre point. 
 
Using a sharp, pointed set of steel dividers, carefully 
scratch a series of circles through the protective paper 
and into the plastic below, being careful not to "snag" 
the paper, creating a rough edge. 
 
Once all your circles are scribed, spray dark-coloured 
enamel over the protective paper and allow it to dry 
thoroughly. Remove the paper and position your centre-
finder over the end of your dowel or cylinder and use 
the scribed lines to help you find the exact centre. 
 

Two Great Glue Applicators 
 

For large areas, try a pad-type painter. For smaller are-
as, try Popsicle sticks or tongue depressors. 

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 

We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

Always remember that safety starts with YOU. 

Protecting surfaces from squeeze-out 
 
Glue squeeze-out around different types of joints is in-
evitable. To avoid damage to surrounding surfaces 
(especially with open-grained woods) try covering the 
surrounding areas with masking tape. Once the glue 
has dried just peel off the tape. This technique is espe-
cially useful in areas that may be difficult to access once 
the glue has dried. 
 

 
Microwave Steam Bending 
 

If you need to bend small spindles, strips or similar 
parts, try wrapping them in a wet cloth or paper towels 
and microwaving them for a few minutes. Start with two 
minutes on a "high" setting. If this isn't sufficient, try an-
other minute or so until you attain the level of pliability 
you need. CAUTION: Be sure to remove all metal nails, 
screws or other fasteners from your workpiece before 
trying this. 

 
 
Hand or machine sanding parts too small 
to hold with your fingers 
 
Use a dab of hot-melt glue to temporarily attach your 
part to a small dowel or wood strip. When you're fin-
ished, just place the entire assembly in a freezer for a 
few minutes and the piece will easily separate from the 
dowel or strip. 
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